vertically^d performs a first processing for a sheet traveling along said first sheet transporting 
path; and 

a scanner apWatus which can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 
includes a reading elemenhs^herein a second sheet transporting path extending substantially 
vertically is defined by a surfacey^f said scanner apparatus on which said reading element is 
provided, and a surface of said base apWatus which faces toward said scanner apparatus when 
said scanner apparatus is mounted on saM base apparatus, said first and second sheet 
1 transporting paths being provided along and adjac^t to each other, and whereby said scanner 
apparatus may be detached fi*om said base apparatus soSas to operate as a hand scanner. 

An apparatus according to claim 3\ wherein said scanner apparatus includes at 
least one pick rolfeis^rovided on a surface where said reading element is provided, and a 
protecting member projecmig at a side of said surface and protecting said pick roller when said 
scanner apparatus is used as a hanUs^canner. 

An apparatus according to claimN^/^4^rem said protecting member is provided 
at a location outside of a reading area of said scanner \ 
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3J. An apparatus ac( 
sheet guide provided at a location 



; to ssmm 



wherein said base apparatus includes a first 
said second sheet transporting path, and said 
scanner apparatus includes a second sheet guide pro^id^ at a location upstream of said second 



2 

ao 



sheet transporting pkth^^ftd wherein said first and second sheet guides face each other in a 
manner that a space b^t^W^h^^^ first and second sheet guides gradually narrows toward said 
second sheet transporting path in a^e where said scanner apparatus is mounted on said base 
apparatus, \ 

38. AYnultiple fimction apparatus, comprising: 

a first transporting guide including a straight guide and a deflecting guide, said straight 
guide being formed sb as to transport a first sheet straight and is open at one end, and said 
deflecting guide being fomed adjacent to said straight guide at a side opposite said one end so 
as to transport a first sheet in\ direction different fi'om a direction of transport efifected by said 
straight guide; \ 

a second transporting guidesprovided along said first transporting guide and opposite 
a direction of deflection effected by said deflecting guide with respect to said straight guide, 
bemg provided in a manner that a distancesto said deflecting guide becomes longer than that of 
said straight guide, and being formed so as ro transport a second sheet; 

a first apparatus provided at said straight\guide, and performing processing for said first 
sheet in a case where said first sheet is transported^along said straight guide; and 

a second apparatus provided in a space defined by said deflecting guide and a portion 
of said second transporting guide and performing proces^g for a sheet transported along said 
second transporting guide, said portion facing toward said\leflecting guide. 
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39. A multiple function apparatus according to claim 38, wherein said first apparatus 
is provided opposite of said second transporting guide with respect to said straight guide. 



40. A multiple >£unction apparatus according to claim 38, wherein a direction of 
transport of said first shee^effected by said straight guide and a direction of transport of said 
second sheet effected by a portion of said second transporting guide which faces to said straight 
guide form an angle smaller thw 90 degrees with the vertical direction in a case where said 
multiple function apparatus is provided for use. 
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41. A multiple function apparatus according to claim 38, fiirther comprising: 

a first transporting mechanism transporting said first sheet from said straight guide of 
said first transporting guide toward saidVieflecting guide; 

a second transporting mechanism transporting said second sheet by said second 
transporting guide m a manner that said second sheet is transported in substantially a same 
direction as said first sheet; 

a first sheet delivery port for delivery df said first sheet from said multiple function 
apparatus, said first delivery port being provided^t a location downstream of said deflecting 
guide as viewed in a direction of transport of said first sheet; and 

a second sheet delivery port for delivery of saidWecond sheet firom said multiple function 
apparatus, said second sheet delivery port being provided at a location downstream of said 
second transporting guide as viewed in a direction of transport of said second sheet. 



wherein said first and second sheet delivery ports are provided at a same side of said 
multiple function apparatus. 



A 



42. A\nultiple fimction apparatus according to claim 40, wherein said first transporting 
guide is providea\closer to the fi'ont side of said multiple fimction apparatus than is said second 
transporting guide, Said first apparatus is a scanner, said second apparatus is a printer, and said 
second transporting guide includes a sheet accommodating part accommodating a plurality of 
sheets to be fed to saicrvsecond transporting guide, said sheet accommodating part being 
provided at a location upstream of said second transporting guide as viewed in said sheet 
transporting direction. 

43. A multiple fimction app^atus according to claim 42, wherein a portion of said 
second transporting guide which faces toysaid deflecting guide serves as a part of a cover of said 
multiple fimction apparatus and covers saici printer. 



44. A multiple fimction apparatus according to claim 43, wherein the portion of said 
second transporting guide which faces to smd deflec^jng guide is movable, so that said printer 
can be exposed. 

^ ^ ^ 5 ^ 45. A multiple fimction ap^atus according to claim 38, wherein said first apparatus 

and said second apparatus are provide)! in such a positional relation as to overlap each other 
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J in the substantially vertical direction in a case where said multiple function apparatus is installed. 



Please rewrite claim 7 as follows: 




7. (Onc;p Amended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner according to claim 6], 
comprising: 

a base appar^s which includes a first sheet transporting path extending substantially 
vertically and performs,\ first processing for a sheet traveling along said first sheet transporting 
path: and 

a scanner apparatus y^hich can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 
includes a reading element. 

wherein a second sheet transporting path extending substantially vertically is defined by 
a surface of said scanner apparatus oK which said reading element is provided, and a surface of 
said base apparatus which faces to said scanner apparatus in a case where said scanner 
a pparatus is mounted on said base apparaftis. 

and wherein said scanner apparatus includes [further including] a pick roller [disposed] 
provided at a location upstream of said second sheet transporting path [of said scanner unit] as 
viewed in a sheet transporting direction[J and includes feed rollers [disposed] provided at 
locations downstream of said second sheet transporting path [for said scanner unit as viewed 
in the sheet transporting direction] , said first and second sheet transporting paths being 
provided along and adjacent to each other, and wherein said scanner apparatus is so 
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implemented as to be capable of operating as a hand scanner in a case where said scanner 




a pparatus is detached nam said base apparatus . 



^ease amend claim 8 as followsTj 



\ 




^Q^^Me Amended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner] according to clainTV^ 
wherein [sai^oick roller is made of a material having low hardness, said scanner unit 
including auxiliary roUers^hich are made of a material having high hardness and disposed at 
sides of said pick roller, resperavdy, for the purpose of protecting said pick roller when said 
scanner unit is used as the handy scaimiBtl said scanner apparatus has a protecting member, 
provided in a manner projecting at a side of saM surface of said scanner apparatus, protecting 
said pick roller in a case where said scanner apparathsi is used as a hand scanner . 

I^lease amend claim 9 as follow^ 
9. (Once^Aijjended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner] according to claim 8, 
wherein said [auxiliaiyrollers are disposed] protecting member is provided at a location 
outside of a reading area of said sc^hqer [apparatus] unit. 

^ease amend claim 10 as foUowsT^ ^^^^^ 
i3^''^K)^ (Once Anteijded) An apparatus according to clainiX^herein [said auxiliary rollers 
are disposed in the vicinity ohsmd pick roller, and wherein grooves are provided in a surface 
of said base unit facing in oppositibn to said auxiliary rollers] an accommodating part 
acconmiodating said protecting member is prbvided in the surface of said base apparatus facing 



(^^^5 ^ toward said protei^ting member . 




Please cancel claims 11-18 without prejudice. 



Please amend claim 19 as follows: 
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(l^nce Amended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner according to claim 1] 

comprising: 

a base unitNincluding a part of a sheet transporting mechanism: 

a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and includes at 
least the other part of sVd sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element: 

a scanner mountin^ortion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably mount 
said scanner apparatus on saidbase unit: and 

an engaging portion provi^ded on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion. 

wherein either [one of engagin^ortions] said scanner mounting portion of said base 
unit [and] or said engaging portion of said sinner [unit is constituted by] apparatus is a pivotal 
shaft for allowing said scanner apparatus toVotate frontwards, while the other [engaging 
portion is implemented as a groove or altemativelysas a recess for receiving and holding snugly] 
is in the form of a holding member for holding said pivotal shaft . 



J3 




^ease amend claim 20 as follows!] 
2^^ k)nce Amended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner] according to claim [2] 
^ wherein [eraier one of engaging portions of said base unit and said scanner unit is 
constituted by a pivotal shaft for allowing said scanner unit to rotate frontwards, while the other 
engaging portion is unplemented as a groove or alternatively as a recess for receiving and 
5 holding snugly said pivoud shaft] said scanner apparatus is so implemented as to be capable of 

operating as a hand scannerip a case where said scanner apparatus is detached from said base 
unit. 



[please amend claim 21 as follows!j 
21. (Once l\mended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner] according to claim 19, 
further comprising: lockjmeans including a claw and a projecting member adapted to engage 
said claw for thereby lockingssaid scanner unit in the state mounted on said base unit] member 
locking said scanner apparatus insa state mounted on said base unit . 



[please amend claim 22 as follows!^ ^ 
iO ^2^(0nce AmeMs;^ An apparatus [equipped with a scanner] according to claim ^IS^^ 



fiirther comprising: 



a rotation limiting stopper [means] preventing said scanner apparatus from swinging 
excessively frontwards of said apparatus^Q a case where said scanner apparatus is attached to 
5 or detached from said base unit. 



[please amend claim 23 as follows!| 



23. (OnclsJ^ended) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner] according to claim 19, 
further comprising: 

a deviation preventirig. stopper [means] preventing said scanner apparatus from 
displacing upwardly of said apparatii^ a case where said scanner apparatus is mounted on said 
5 base unit. 



Please add the following new claims: 
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46. An^paratus, comprising: 
base unit; 

a scanner apparatuiy^hich includes a reading element and can be removably mounted 
on said base unit; 

a scanner mounting portioiJ^rovided on smd base unit and adapted to removably mount 
said scanner apparatus on said base unit; and 

an engaging portion provided oir^aid scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion, wherein a sheet tmisporting mechanism is defined by a surface of 
said scanner apparatus on which said reading elqnent is provided, and a surface of said base 
unit which faces to said scanner apparatus in a caseVhere said scanner apparatus is mounted 
on said base unit, and said engaging portion and saia\scanner mounting portion hold said 
scanner apparatus in a manner that said scanner apparatus can be rotatable frontward of said 
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47. An atoaratus according to claim 46, 

wherein a snbet transporting direction of said sheet transporting mechanism is 
substantially vertical, and s^d engaging portion and said scanner mounting portion hold said 
scanner apparatus such that sak scanner apparatus can rotate about a lower portion thereof in 
a state mounted on said base unit. 
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Ariham)aratus according to claim ^tSy^fiirther comprising: 
a lock membeHqcking said scanner apparatus in a state mounted on said base unit. 

4^ An apparatus according t^^laim 40v further comprising: 

a rotation limiting stopper preventin^^id scanner apparatus from swinging excessively. 



Please amend claim 24 as follows: 




24, (Once Ameqded) An apparatus [equipped with a scanner according to claim 1], 
[further] comprising: [sheetN^eding means formed in a wedge-like shape as viewed in a vertical 
section by a pair of sheet guideVdisposed in opposition to each other so that a space defined 
between said pair of sheet guides betomes gradually narrower toward a sheet withdrawal port; 
and oflFset means provided for at least^ne of said paired sheet guides for limiting stepwise 
moving of the sheet toward said sheet witftdrawal port] 
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base unit including a part of a sheet transporting mechanism: 

a scannter apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and includes the 
other part of smd sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element: 

a scanner mounting portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably mount 
said scanner apparatus on said base unit: and 

an engaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion. \ 

wherein a sheet guide provided on said scanner apparatus and a sheet guide provided 
on said base unit are faced to each other, so that a space defined between said two sheet guides 
becomes gradually narrower toward a sheet withdrawal port, and offset member is provided for 
at least one of said two sheet guides for stepwisfe limiting moving of a sheet toward said sheet 
withdrawal port . \ 



[further comprising: sheets/eeding means formed in a wedge-like shape as viewed in a vertical 
section by a pair of sheet guio^ disposed in opposition to each other so that a space defined 
between said pair of sheet guides b^pmes gradually narrower toward a sheet withdrawal port; 
and offset means provided for at leasitoe of said paired sheet guides for limiting stepwise 
moving of the sheet toward said sheet withdrawal port] 

wherein said scanner apparatus is so implehiented as to be capable of operating as a 




Please amend claim 25 as follows: 



(Once Amended) An apparatus according to claim [2 
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hand scanner in a case where said sc anner apparatus is detached from said base unit . 



V 



Please cancel claims 26 - 33 and add the following new claims: 



SO. An apparatus according to claim 24, wherein said base unit is a printer. 
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"^ISy^ apparatus, comprising: 
^ a base ul^t including a part of a sheet transporting mechanism; 

a scanner aroaratus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and includes the 
other part of said sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element; 

a scanner mounting portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably mount 
said scanner apparatus on said base unit; and 

an engaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion, 

wherein a sheet guide providell on said scanner apparatus and a sheet guide provided 
on said base unit are faced to each othe\ so that a space defined between said sheet guides 
becomes gradually narrower toward a sheetVithdrawal port. 



52. An apparatW comprising: 
a base apparatus ^th; 
a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 



13 




includes asTeading element; 

a shee^ransporting path defined by a surface of said scanner apparatus on which smd 
reading element is i^ovided, and a surface of said base apparatus which faces toward said 
reading element in a case^here said scanner apparatus is mounted on said base apparatus; and 

a cover of said base ^^aratus guiding a sheet delivered fi'om said sheet transporting 

path. 

An apparatus according to claim^S^ wherein said cover can be opened and closed. 

yL An apparatus according tOvclaim 52, wherein said cover can be removed. 

55. An^pparatus according to claim 52, wherein said base apparatus is a printer 
apparatus, and said cover serves as a sheet guide for said printer apparatus. 




56. An apparatus als;pording to claim 52, wherein said base apparatus is a printer 
apparatus, and a sheet guide of ^heet delivery portion of said printer apparatus and a sheet 
guide of a sheet delivery portion of s^scanner apparatus are provided adjacent to each other. 



57. An apparatus according to clainrN52, wherein said base apparatus is a printer 
apparatus, and a sheet guide of a sheet feeding poidon of said printer apparatus and a sheet 
guide of a sheet feeding portion of said scanner apparatuS^are provided adjacent to each other. 
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